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was the inspirations of gifted minds which, in the more 
remote periods of human history, prevented the powers 
of materiality from attaining a universal supremacy ; 
and now, as the race approaches its state of manhood— 
as it grows more strong and rich in its experiences, and 
is surrounded by new and more beautiful evidences of a 
higher life, it is the same spiritual power which continues 
to form the centre and basis of the religious sentiment. 

The fact cannot be concealed, however, that the true 
nature of inspiration has been imperfectly eomprehend- 
ed. To beinspired has conveyed the idea of a special 
interposition of divine power ; it has implied the be- 
stowal of some miraculous and supernatural gift, 
which would almost entitle the recipient tot 
of worship. This at least has been accepted 
theological significance of the term in question. Th 
feligious world has taken it for granted that inspiration 
js an endownment to be bestowed only on the special 
favorites of Deity:; that it is a gift to be possessed exclu- 
sively by certain chosen individuals, on whom at a time 
far distant fell’ the mantle of divine authority, and 
whose sayings are to be accepted now as the only, suffi- 
cient, and infallible word of God. On the basis of 
this narrow view of inspiration has been reared one of 
the chief pillars of the theological temple. 

But what is the natural tendency of such a view of 
this subject? In the first place, it perverts and de- 
grades our conceptions of the divine nature. Deity 
pervades. every portion of the illimitable universe—the 
atom and the world alike—his spirit is diffused through- 
out all matter as the eternal essence of being. If, 
therefore, we conceive of Deity as talking face to face 
with man—as narrowing himself down to the outlines of 
a human personality, and so withdrawing his-presence 
from the universal whole to concentrate it allin a selec- 
ted lovality; for the purpose of imparting a special aud 
miraculous inspiration, do we not in our conceptions 
lower Deity ?—do we not mentally contract his being ?— 
and while thus attributing to him the performance of 
a personal and partial act, do we not place him almost 
on a level with humanity itself? This is evidently the 
natutal effect of such a conception. Whenever we 
contemplate Deity as bounded by the narrow outlines 
of the human form, and, with the wayward impulses of 
man, selecting certain persons, places, and times to 
which his inspirations are to be confined, then He is no 
longer an object of the soul’s highest reverence—He is 
no longer the Universal Spirit, whose smile illumines 
the distant regions of space, but is rendered compara- 
tively weak, and finite, and human, by being brought 
within the scope of earthly limitations. 

Then again, the popular view of inspiration is detri- 
mental to the highest interest of man. ‘We may see its 
effect in a blind dependence on the powers and gifts of 
others, and a consequent indifference to the responsibil- 
ity of personal development. Men have almost lost 
sight of their own individuality ; they have failed to 
recognize the dignity of their own natures ; they have 
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been unmindful of the divine powers which are latent in 


every mind, and have indolently leaned on others for 
that bread of life which should come to themselves 
alone. And why is this? It is because the sentiment 
has prevailed that the truth of God can be directly 
imparted only to the few; that inspiration is a gift 
which cannot be intrusted to the masses—the common 
people—and which the individual himself has no privi- 
lege to seek, but that it was designed only for the selected 
dignitaries of the past, whose names are whispered in 
reverence and whose words are read with prayer. 


he tribute of the fact, however, 
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therefore a process which is entirely simple and natural 


on the inherent capacity and develo ; 
germ. So faras the inmost of man is unfolded and 
brought into connection with the primal Soul of being— 
so far as he sends forth his aspirations and enlarges the 


capacity of his divine nature, to’precisely that extent 


will he be inspired. If David, Isaiah, or Paul possessed 
a larger measure of inspiration than others in their 
time, it was because they were lifted up towards the 
Divinity, and not because God came down to them. 

e same is trae also of men in every age. “Ihe oper- 
ation of the inspiring power is modified by the condition 
of the individual, and hence will be manifested in differ- 
ent degrees of spiritual influx. We should not lose sight 
that inspiration is in itself a uni 
versal principle, a principle which is as deeply fixed 


¢|in the methods of the Divine Mind as any other law 


of Nature. Light, sweet light of trath—is ever flowing 
down from the Spiritual Sun; and soft, gentle breath- 
ings—breathings of angel-minds—are always descending 
from the celestial sky. Then we have only to look 
up to see the light; we have only to become unfolded 
to be inspired. 


THE LAW OF QUESTIONS. 

Steam and stars are valuable, or not, as you learn 
the art of putting to them the right questions, and. pro- 
curing from them the best practical replies. You may 
ask steam, ‘‘ What can you do?” It answers, «Clothe 
me in an armor of steel and iron, give me a boat to 
push, a rail to drive, or a train to draw, with a skilful 
hand to hold my reins, and-I will show what I can do.” 

But how long did steam go unquestioned? For 
millions of years it played, in the foolishness of imbe- 
cility, before the dreamy eyes of men, never answering 
a question, because a question was never put to it. 
Ask the stars, ‘‘ What can you tell us, or do?” And 
they answer, “Study us, and we will tell-you of the 
immeasurable magnitude of God’s own glorious temple ! 
Ask us truly, and we will tell you of gravitation, and 
the laws of tides, of light and heat, of the seasons, of 
prosperity, of summer agd winter, and seed time and 
harvest; all of which you may write down in your al- 
manacs, and sell them to the poor in purse and in spirit, 
who can find neither time nor comprehension to study 
at our school.” 

What I desire is, to impress you with he law. of 
questions, so that evermore you will treat everything as 
if it could curse or bless, in accordance with the use 
made of it. ’Tis.said, “ The commonest mind is full of 
thoughts, some worthy of the rarest ; and could it see 
them fairly writ, would wonder at its wealth.” * * 
I may say that it isthe main purpose of existence to 
tempt forth, by pure and appropriate questions, the 
great thoughts that lie buried in the mental essence. 
Every system of education, not based on this principle, 
is irksome to youth, because it is essentially erroneous, 
and fundamentally unadapted. A child is never ready 
for knowledge till its soul is moved to put questions; 
then comes the period to try the teacher, for only he ts 
Jit to teach who answers like a child, and can put fresh 
questions to tempt forth the child’s intuition, and ex- 
pand its native endowments.”—Davis’s “Penetralia.” 


Bestevine with tHe Hzart.—Let no man suppose 
that the simple assent of the mind to the proposition 
that spirits communicate with us in this age will there- 
fore make aman better or much wiser. Any logical 
mind, in view ofthe facts, must eome to that belief ; 
but withal there must be a logical heart, if we may say 
50, a heart willing to follow facts to their moral conse- 
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But there are prophecies heyond the 
of death, occurring to the indivi 
other presentiments of personal a 
when they assume sufficient dignit. 
are entitled to be called prophecks 
Such were the D’Orval prophecies, 
Nostradamus, and many predictions 
ing made, and which eyents afe 
eonfuting. My own experience we 
lieve that many individuals are siifficiently gifted in this 
way to have a general, if not a se 

events, and to consider it worth whi 
any remarkable prophecies which may appear plausible 
or worthy of notice. The following essay, from “Dick- 
ens’ Household Words,” though written in rather a 
jesting, sarcastic mood, possesses some interest. 

A French writer, M. Bare te, published, about fif- 
teen years ago, abook called Mostradamus. It con- 
tained a life of that calumniatell sage, and dwelt with 
considerable unction on the sprophecies by which his 
hero had achieved his reputatiob, and maintained the 
exactness of their fulfilment in@ great many instances, 
not without an apparent convittion that some of his 
foretellings would yet come to pass. There is always 
great difficulty in ascertaining tie date of these predic- 
tions. From time to time inserjions take place. Events 
are plainly prophesied after they have occurred, and 
great ingenuity is used to twist} @vents into an accord- 
ance with propheey when the opj process is ineffee- 
tual or difficult. ’ 

But as M. Bareste’s book’ 
ago, and we have the date be reyes, we cannot 
run-any risk of being imposed @ prediction, print- 
ed at that time, has received its completion since. 
Whether Nostradamus wrote down his prophecies in 
fifteen hundred and fifty-five or not, does not matter— 
or whether another famous inspector of the future, of 
the name of Olivarius, saw visions and dreamed dreams 
in fifteen hundred and forty-two, gives us no uneasiness. 
We see certain things recorded as being anciently fore- 
told ina volume printed in the first style of modern 
typography, in eighteen hundred and forty; and we don’t 
care whether they were anciently foretold or not; we 
are satisfied with the knowledge that they are, at all 
events, as ancient as the publication of the book con- 
taining them. They were written before the event— 
for they were printed before the event—read before the 
event, and utterly unbelieved and forgotten ; all before 
the event. Not that we consider M. Bareste either a 
prophet or an impostor. He may believe or not the 
adulterated condition of the Quatrains of Nostradamus, 
and the more distinct enunciations of Maistre Dieu- 
donne Noel Olivarius. We believe, and that is quite 
enough, in the year eighteen hundred and forty, and on 
seeing the difference between that and eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-five, we cannot deny that some person, 
be he who he ‘may, had an amazingly clear perception 
of what is going on just now—not that the prophecy 
is fulfilled—but the curtain is drawing up—the first act 
is begun, and the principal personages have taken their 
places upon the stage. Let our readers judge for them- 
selves, and first of Nostradamus. 

Nostradamus, the Latinized form of the French sur- 
name, Notredame, was born at St. Remi, in Provence, 
in fifteen hundred and three. Originally of a Jewish 
stock, his family had devoted itself to the sciences of 
law and medicine, and the young Michael, for that was 
his name, soon distinguished himself by his skill and. 
learning. Having lost his wife at an early age, he tried. 
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published so long 


enough of Rome to inspire him with a philosophic. 
knowledge of the speedy diminution of inuti papal power, he. 
returned to France after an absence of twelve years, 


|| The Duke of Savoy and his wife made a pilgrimage,to 
Salon, and Charles the Ninth sent him a purse of 
| hundred golden crowns. But crowns and reputation 


ostradamus’s r 
princes were 
two 
could not prolong the philosopher's “days. He died in 
fifteen hundred and sixty-six, and is supposed, or was 


lately supposed by his fellow-citizens at Salon, tg have 
merely pretended to die, but to be in reality comforta- 


"| bly sitting up in his tomb, with pen, ink and candles, 


and surrounded with his books of gramarie. The epi- 
taph, however, above him, declares solemnly the fact 
of his death ; and in this instance an epitaph probably 
speaks the truth. But living or dead, little or nothing 
was probably ever heard of Nostradamus except in the 
Lives of the Astrologers, and sometimes even in the 
Histories of Imposture, till he was suddenly reinstated 
in all his glory in eighteen hundred and four. The 
prophets began to be honored, and in that year a copy 
of the Centuries, as they were called, of Nostradamus, 
was presented to Napoleon. There also fell into his 
hands a volume purporting to have been written by a 
certain Maistre Noel Olivarius, a cotemporary of Nos- 
tradamus, which, if authentic, puts the powers of his 
more famous countryman to shame. Its date was fif- 
teen hundred and forty-two. It was discovered in 
seventeen hundred and ninety-three, in the midst of a 
large pile of volumes condemned to the flames by the 
enlightened Montagnards, who were desirous of put- 
ting an.end to the very memory of priests and nobles 
and kings. A valorous gentleman, of the name o 
Francois de Metz, having no fear of Montagnard ven- 
geance before his eyes, and scarcely believing that the 
liberty of his country depended on the destruction of a 
little duodecimo, bound in vellum, and written in the 
crankiest kind of hands and palest. of inks, rescued it 
from the reyolutionary flames, and found it to contain 
a great number of prophecies, about all manner of sub- 
jects, and particularly one which it needed no very 
brilliant interpreter in the first years of this century, to 
refer to.the great soldier on the throne. What became 
of this marvellous prediction all the time from its res- 
cue from the Montagnard fire till it appeared in the 
Tuileries, we are not told. In what. state was it when 
it met the despot’s eyes? Up to what point of his his- 
tory did the prophecy at that time extend? It is not 
likely that a prophet in livery, as the modern sayer 
probably was, would go beyond the establishment of 
the empiré, or dwell on Moscow and Waterloo. But 
there seems little reason to doubt that the prediction, as 
it exists at present, was printed in eighteen hundred 
and fifteen. It was inserted in the memoirs of Jose- 
phine (editions of eighteen hundred and twenty and 
eighteen hundred and twenty-seven,) and stretched its 
glance far into the future; for it clearly foresaw the 
revolution of eighteen hundred and thirty, the expul- 
sion of Louis Philippe, and the accession, prosperity, 
and finally the death of ——some one whom the reader 
may fix on for himself. 

Eyen if the whole story was a mystification at first, 
how shall we account, we repeat, for the latter part of 
the pretended ancient manuscript, when we read it ina 
book published in eighteen hundred and forty ?—years 
before the time of Louis Napoleon—while the most sa- 
gacious of monarchs was writing out in text hand for 
all generations of kings and governors, the difference 
een cunning woeprnerer® FPP i 
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a Roman, and all in the dominion of the Gauls. Will 
haye two wives and one son. Will go warring to where 
the lines of longitude and latitude cross, fifty-five 
months. There his enemies will burn with fire the 
great city, and he will enter there and depart from 
thence with his men, from under ashes and great ruins ; 
and his men, having no longer either bread or water, 
through gre<and extreme cold, will be so unfortunate 
that two thirds’ )f his army will perish, and, moreover, 
the half.of the reroainder being no longer in his do- 
minion. 

“Then the }\.°.-man abandoned, betrayed by his 
friends, will b: chaS:d in bis turn, with great loss, near 
to his native zoil, zy the great European population. 
In his place will bé:put the kings of the old blood of 
the Capet. , 
_ “He, forced into exile in the sea. from which he 
came so young, and near to his native soil, remaining 
for eleven moons with some of his men, true friends 
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_and soldiers, and not amounting to more than seven 
times seven times seven times two times in number. 


Immediately the eleven moons are past, will he and his 
men take ship and set foot on the Celtic-Gallie "sd. 

“ And he will march to the great city, where is seat- 
ed the king of the old blood of the Capet, who. rises, 
flees, carrying with him royal ornaments. Puts kings 
‘in his ancient domination. Gives his people many ad- 
mirable laws. 

«Then, cleared away again by a three-fold European 
population (par trinite population Europeenne) after 
three moons andthe third of a moon. The king of 
the old blood of the Capet is put back in his place ; 
and he, believed to be dead by his people and soldiers, 
who during that time will keep his memorial on their 
breasts. The Celts and Gauls, like tigers and wolves, 
will destroy each other. The blood of the old king of 
the Capet will be the plaything of black treasons. The 
‘liscontented will be deceived, and by fire and sword 
put to death; the lily maintained; but the last branch- 
es of the old blood still menaced. 

** So they will quarrel among themselves.” 

Up to this point the prophecy seems to point to the 
fortunes of Napoleon, the old Bourbons, and the com- 
mencement of Louis Philippe’s reign. But now comes 
the end of it. After the mutual animosity of the old 
and young blood of the Capet, and the discontent 
of the French nation, we may suppose ourselves arrived 
at the end of 1848. 

“Then a new combatant will advance towards the 
great city... . . He will bear lion and cock on his 
armor. Then the lance will be given him by a great 
prince of the East. (Ainsi la lance lui sera donnée 
par grand prince d’Orient.) 

“He will be marvellously seconded by the warlike 
people of Gaul, who will unite themselves to the Paris- 
jans to put an end to troubles; collect soldiers, and 
cover themselves with branches of olives. 

“ Still warring with such glory seven times seven 
moons, that a threefold European population, with 
great fear, and cries, and tears, and their sons in host- 
age, bend beneath laws sound, just, and beloved 
by al.” 

The new combatant, whoever he is, who comes in so 
apropos to put an end to civil dissension, is evidently 
supported by the soldiers—no less than by the people 
of Gaul—he bears for his cognizance a lion anda 
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the greatest o 
dim haze of these notions, appears scarce else than a 


splendid necromancer, worthy to rank with the — 
wonder-workers among the magi of the East, 

Tt is somehow confusedly imagined that law is set 
aside when a Lazarus is raised from the tomb, or a 
blind man suddenly restored to sight. There is a tacit 
presumption that God, to suit some purpose of his own, 
has now and then launched an abrupt strgke of his 
mighty power, regardless of all preéstabligied order or 
congruity. It is fancied that he has arbjfrarily deviated 
in many instances from his glorious 1 raj AS a and 
harmony, and through chosen in as instru- 
ments, has wrought strange things in’ der to show the” 
world that he was God, and that he 7 — almighty 
power. 

These notions, however much at Viitence with the 
dictates of a higher reason or a more enlightened judg- 
ment, are such as impregnate the minds of young. and 
old throughout Christendom. They have been imbibed 
from the religious teachers of present and past ages. 
Spiritual leaders have taught that such matters are 
entirely beyond human comprehension, and that we 
should not seek to understand them ; that there are 
“ secret things that belong to God,” nich it were the 
height of presumption and sinful impertinence for man 
to seek to pry into. 

But the unfoldings of truth through the spiritual man- 
ifestations are fast establishing a new and more rational 
view. We learn that God is a being of eternal equi- 
poise, justice and harmony ; that his infinite wisdom 
requires no sudden and exceptional efforts to establish 
his name and power among men. He and bis laws are 
the same, yesterday, to-day and forever. His princi- 
ples of manifestation through nature and humanity are 
fixed and immutable. The individual who elevates 
himself high in the moral universe, unites himself more 
_ closely with God, comes into more perfect unison with his 
designs, and receiving a more direct influx of divine 
power, is able to manifest it to mankind. 

Tf Jesus or Elijah has performed some wonderful 
work, we have only to falfil the conditions to do the 
same ourselves. ‘They operated through law ; that law 
still exists, and we have only to come into an under- 
standing of, and harmony with it, to perform the same 
or ‘greater things.” So Christ taught, so teach our 
friends in the spirit-spheres, so teach the higher intui- 
tions of the soul. What was once possible in reference 
to these matters.is possible now. Man has been gifted 
with prophecy, with power to heal the sick, to cast out 
devils; he may be, he is, to-day. No arbitrary display 
of power has been given to make men wonder; but 
the gifts of the apostles and prophets have been the 
natural consequences of the conditions of their spirits. 
Have we the same faith, we have the same power. 

Lovers of, truth! let us walk uprightly ; let. us, be 
filled with a Divine love, which will overflow and 
inundate the world with blessing. 
purpose, a faith in the divinity 
of everything that is mean or slavish, an 
the infinite worth of the human soul, will 
of wonder ae ay Pot. ty . 
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tion of that “ temple not made with hands,” in which 
he is urged to secure an eternal seat, than many of the 
unsightly and uncomfortable structures which are to be 
found in New England. Some indications of curiosity 
at the presence of strangers, were of course manifested 
by the assembly ; but soon they proceeded to “com- 
mence the service of God.” We could not help think- 
ing ita great pity that his service had ever been left off 
—as it is difficult to understand how truly religious 
souls can ever cease the worship and service of the In- 
finite Father of spirits, who ceases not in bis care and 
love for all his creatures — much less how such souls can 
be content with devoting only a seventh part of the time 

to such services. After the usual preliminary exercises, 
the clergyman stood up to offer the devotions of the 
people. He was possessed of a rather commanding 
figure, well trained in the airs of the pulpit, and his 
phrenological developments indicated very fair intellec- 
tual endowments, with much natural benevolence of 
heart; which latter, however, had evidently been soured 
by a harsh and gloomy creed, imparting to his other- 
wise agreeable features, the stern and vinegary cast 
usually worn by “‘ orthodox” clergymen. He opened 
his lips in prayer; but alas! the very first tones that 
escaped them dissipated our hopes. His voice was 
harsh, angular and discordant, wanting in those deep, 
subdued, tender tones, in which the truly filial, loving 
soul naturally pours forth its emotions of gratitude and 
adoration to the Infinite. It indicated unmistakably 
and painfully, to the practised ear, a want of that affee- 
tional or emotional culture —that deep spiritual heart 
experience — which alone can qualify one to apprehend 
or minister to the spiritual wants of loving, growing 
souls, or give utterance to their deep emotions. He 
proceeded to enunciate to a tedious length, and with 
many hesitations and repetitions, a series of common- 
place, threadbare, vague, confused and sometimes 
absurd petitions, seemingly without one breath of living 
devotion ; all was formal, cold, external, lifeless —a 
prayer at the intellect, not of the heart. Alas! how 
unsatisfying, how disappointing and depressing to those 
earnest souls — if such there were in the assembly — 
who had turned aside from the spontaneous anthem 
which was ascending from all nature without, in the 
hope to find in this specially consecrated ‘‘ house of 
God ” a deeper, loftier, and more intelligent worship ! 

When at length this laborious ‘‘ exercise” was ended, 
it was evident that the auditory felt relieved from an 
irksome infliction, rather than refreshed, elevated and 
profited. My companion, sitting by my side (to whose 
spiritual vision angelic attendants are somewhat wont to 
manifest themselves and often to symbolize their 
thoughts) turned to me at its close and whispered in my 
ear, that during the performance she had seen a com- 
pany of spirits present, who appeared to be handling 
over a mass of dry bones. As the prayer ceased, they 
had presented to her view a skeleton figure — dry, flesh- 
less and ghastly — as a symbol of their estimation of 
the ener; and | @ more appropriate one could not well 
be devised. 

But to the sermon. I had begun to be impatient for 
this, hoping, from the obvious natural abilities of the 
preacher, that it might afford at least an intellectual 
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the Infinite Father — would themselves, as a matter of 
course, receive his teachings and imitate his example. 
As he lived, (according to the record) a noble, self- 
denying, benevolent, godlike life, and thus enjoyed the 
necessary concomitants of such a life, namely, constant 
and elevated peace and joy, (termed “ everlasting life,” 
because it is not ephemeral as are the sensual pleasures 
of the world)—so would those who became truly his 
followers, by living similar lives, have a similar con 
stant enjoyment of ‘ey trlasting life ;”” — while those 
who accepted him not, liying on in ignorance, selfishness 
and sensuality, are, on the contrary, necessarily subject 
to the painful consequences of such a course ; that. is, 
the penalties of violatedlaws (here termed “the wrath 
of God’’) ABIDE ON THEM, just so long as they con- 
tinue to transgress, Thi ‘gives the passage a rational, 
consistent and truthful meaning — comprehensible by 

the most ordinary intelléct — which cannot be said of 

our preacher’s exposition 

It should be added, mpreover, that when he came to 
remark upon the final elquse of his text, the preacher, 
with a heedlessness (7?) mt uncommon to his profession, 
overlooked the correct reading, and rendered it, “ the 
wrath of God shall on him,” i. e., in a future 
life. The whole force and truthfulness of the statement 
was thus destroyed, by. ly carrying forward to an 
indefinite future, hich manifestly belongs to the 
present. For what more true-or important than 
the fact that those who “ believe not the Son,” who 
recognize not their own relation of sonship to the uni- 
versal Father, and live not in accordance with that 
relation, do not see the true life, but are continually 
suffering the penalties of ignorance, error and misdirec- 
tion—abiding under ‘‘ the wrath of God?” 

When the preacher arrived at the ‘application ” of 
his discourse, he proceeded to divide off his congrega- 
tion and the world at large into “‘ believers” and “un- 
believers,” according to his intellectual standard ; as- 
signing to the one class all conceivable joys, and con- 
signing the other to a doom of utter hopelessness in the 
coming world — a, world, by the way, about which his 
text said nota word! This was done with as much 
complacency and apparent indifference as a farmer 
would describe the difference between his sheep and his 
calyes, and appropriate them to different pastures! It 
was seemingly merely a story which it was his profes- 
sional duty to recite, and to the repetition of which his 
auditory was so accustomed that they could listen with 
equal indifference. AsI looked around upon them to 
observe the effect, some were comfortably asleep upon 
their easy cushions—others were gazing curiously upon 
the strangers present —and others still, it was easy to 
perceive by their countepances, were absorbed in reflec- 
tion upon the business or labors of the past week, or in 
calculations for that which was to come—as much as to 
say, they did n’t believe a word of all the preacher was 
saying, and doubted if he himself did! There were 
no indications of spiritual lif in aoy eountenanee — no 
signs of that and thirsting for truth which 


are so obvious in the assemblies I have been wont to 
address. ; 
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providential care and impartial goodness. Here we 
found hymns in flowers, | ‘sermons in stones, books in 
the running brooks,” life and health in gushing springs, 
and food for both body and spirit, prepared by the Fath- 
er’s own beneficent hand! How we longed toshout to 
the starvelings gathered in the man-made “‘ sanctuary,” — 
Why will ye perish with hunger, or strive to feed upon 
husks, while in the Farner’s House there is bread 
enough and to spare ! A E. N. 


MISS JAY’S NAME ABROAD. 

In a late number of the Paris Revue Oontemporaine 
we find an article on Lamartine as a poet, in which Miss 
Jay’s name and discourses are paid a marked compli- 
ment. Her sentiments are found worthy to be quoted 
beside those of the celebrated moralist M. Joubert ; 
and her modest name finds a place on the same page 


" with those of Chatedubriand, Goethe, Byron, and other 


great minds of the past and present. 

We mention this not as particularly remarkable, but 
rather to show how the productions of a medium may 
be valued abroad, when there are so many at home who 
affect to look upon all spiritual communications and in- 
spirational utterances as mere twaddle. ‘‘A prophet is 
not without honor save in his own country.” 

We will give our readers a chance to compare for 
themselves, by translating a quotation from M. Joubert, 
made by the writer in the Rewwe, and a passage that he 
quotes among others from “7 inspirée Américaine.” 

M. Joubert says: “ Poesy is a gift with which 
Heaven has endowed us; it springs only from the soul ; 
it comes in revery; but do what we will, reflection 
finds it never. Poesy consists above all in spirituality. 
Nothing which does not transport us is poesy. It is 
chaste and pious in its essence, we might even say by 
its position; for its natural place exalts it above the 
earth, and renders it neighbor to heaven. Thence, like 
the immortal spirit, it sees souls and thoughts, but 
takes little cognizance of bodies. 

“* Would you know the mechanism of thought and its 
effects? Read the poets. Would you understand 
morals, politics? Read the poets. That which pleases 
you—sound it well—is the truth. They should be the 
great study of the philosopher who would understand 
man.” 

In the language of Miss Jay: ‘ Whatever appeals 
to the higher and nobler sentiments in the human soul, 
is poetry. The germs of all progress, all art, all beauty, 
that have been developed in any human soul, exist in 
each one of us. All men are ina true sense poets, 
for all have within them the germs of truth. Poetry 
is the first germ of civilization,—it is that which leads 
to improvement, to beautifying, to elevation. The 
highest poetry is the offspring of the highest spiritual 
thought. ‘The Creation is the sublimest of poems, for 
it is the outbirth of the Divine thought.” % 


TRUE MORALITY. 

There is no perfect salvation without perfect freedom. 
Restraint is not redemption. The chains of popular 
prejudice, of laws and creeds which withhold us from 
evil, do not constitute virtue. The greater portion of 
the morality of society is of this negative sort. True 
mcrality is a different thing; it is something of itself; 
it is living and active. It walks independently of the 
conventional guide-boards of popularity and prudence ; 
avoiding impurity through love of purity, falsehood 
: oe truth, and all evil through love of all 
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their position before the public, are doing great mischief. 
We need a stringent law to put this spirit delusion 
down and save the rising gencration from infidelity.” 

This came from a minister who, almost every Sab- 
bath, denounces the laws of our country, and contends 
that the higher law alone should be considered binding, 
and glories in Beecher’s rifle enterprise. Judging from 
his sayings, he considers Spiritualism far more danger- 
ous than Slavery, Mormonism, or Millerism; and would 
of course, more readily sustain a m@asure of any kind, 
having for its object to suppress spirit-intercourse. He 
hesitated not to say that the Legislature should take the 
matter in hand, showing that he wished something more’ 
than his Higher Law applied to Spiritualists. + 

I am daily more and more convineed that Spiritualists 
should come out and be separate, and no longer 
strengthen the hands of those who would as soon crush 
Spiritualists as slavery, or any thing else not in accord- 
ance with their limited conceptions, Let ministerial 
hucksters engage in politics, while Spiritualists labor for 
the advancement of truth. Let us seek to of 
Christ who taught his followers that his kingdom was,¢ 
not of this world. 

Yours for Truth and Progression, 
J. P. B. 


THE WEAPON OP RIDICULE. 


The New Jerusalem Messenger, (July 26,) takes ex- 
ception to Dickens’ ‘‘ caricature” of the claims and doc- 
trines of the ‘‘ New Church,” in a late number of the 
Household Words. The latter speaks of the “ revela- 
tions” through Swedenbor g as being ‘‘ alniost as impro 
bable as those of Mahomet himself ”’—while yet the 
sect that receives them continues to grow and spread, 
and ‘‘ numbers of intelligent and even learned men are 
found among its yotaries.” The Messenger adds ; ‘“Pro- 
bably no one needs to be reminded that the purest 
truths, the most sacred subjects, and the wisest of men 
may be made to appear ridiculous, with less talent and 
no more knowledge than Mr. Dickens possesses,” 

This remark applies with peculiar force to the various 
tame ‘‘ caricatures,” lacking every quality of genuine 
wit or humor, which public journals, obstinately exclud- 
ing every honest word in favor of Spiritualism, will as 
eagerly catch up and help to keep in circulation. The 
numbers of ‘‘ intelligent and even learned men,” who 
presume these phenomena worthy of serious and candid 
investigation, cannot make the movement appear even 
respectable tosuch eyes. Indeed the main weapon now 
left to the *‘ opposition ” appears to be the exceedingly 
dull and soft edge of a species of ridicule which does 
not deserve even the title of satire or caricature. Of 
such we meet continually with abundant specimens,— 
not one of which is worth noticing by itself. When 
the utterance of new and vital truths calls forth mainly 
this last and feedlest attempt at persecution and mis- 
representation, we may feel assured that the age of bond- 
age to. prejudice and bigotry is fast passing away, and 
that the New era of mental and spiritual freedom is 
even now dawning on the earth. a. 
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Pennant informs us, that in Scotland, ‘‘many great — 


families had their Demon or Genius, who gave them. 
monitions of future events.”” Thus the family of Roth-. 
murchas hihd the Bidah an.Dhap, otGhont:of the ELM 5 
Kinchardines, the spectre of the Bloody Hand. Gart- 
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being either too 
common-place ideas, or 
fair. 

sItis well known that the Dispatch is no friend of 
Spiritualism, nor of any other ism, though it considers 
Spiritualism as good.as any other, even the ifiost ancient 
of them. Butitis in favor of truth and honesty, and 
considers it a duty to give even the devil his due. It 
is therefore bound to give Spiritualism and the Spirit- 
ualists their due, and.will do so, even though it raise a 
howl ofelioly horror throughout the realms of ortho- 
doxy. er journals, the pious dailies in particular, 
are ever ready to give sanctimonious reports of the 
sayings and doings of any orthodox gathering, because 
orthodoxy is old and popular ; but the moment anything 
new is presented, no matter how much more rational it 
may be than orthodoxy, every aspiring stripling with 
his pencil and note-book feels at liberty to level at it the 
shafts of his excruciating wit and satire! Thus Spirit- 
ualisnithe only form of religion that pretends to give 
current demonstrations and present living witnesses of 
its truthfulness, and we believe the enly one that teaches 
progress—is ridiculed and travestied by those who pre- 
tend to believe in the sacredness of -a-religion based on 
certain miraculous events said to have occurred two 
thousand years ago! Those, we say, who believe in 
the sacredness of a religion unsupported by any evi- 
dence that could be received in a Justice’s court, scoff at 
another and more modern religion, which not only has 
as good aclaim to respect, but is able to produce every 
day unexplained phenomena in its support ! And, 
further, this modern religion, so far from being a con- 
tradiction of the ancient, is only a reiteration of it with 
live instead of dead evidence, and inculcates the practice 
of what the ancient religion has taught in theory ! 
What sincerity and consistency do we find in modern 
orthodoxy to command oypedmiration—our adoration ! 

But we will return mbt: om to the subject 


dishonest to be truthful and 
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of the pic-nie of the Spirityglists. ‘The company was 
composed of some five or six hundred men, women and 
children, and they were not only respectable looking, 
but exceedingly well-behaved. Indeed, we venture the 
assertion that there never has been a party of the same 
size at St. Ronan’s Well, which excelled it in point of 
respectability of appearance and” good behavior. In 
this respect, the pic-nic was an improvement on the 
spiritual pic-nics of last season, which, though present- 
ing some grotesque points, could notin any sense be 
considered indecorous. On Tuesday last, the rules of 
tem: ce were observed by the entire party, as was 
88'the case last year, and the greatest good feeling 
and harmony prevailed everywhere. There was no 
attempt at aristocratic display in anything, but all were 
dressed becomingly, and the ladies were more than or- 
dinarily beautiful.and amiable—that is to say, of the 
number present, spectators and participators, an un- 
usually large proportion were comely and lady-like in 
all their ways—and this, notwithstanding the gathering 
was entirely a promiscuous one. Of the gentlemen 
present on the occasion, a greater portion were capable 
of making a good speech or penning paragraph 0 
of doing both. In short, in point 
company met at St. Ronan’s Well 
Bs.8 
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the whole romance of if, from is dawn to its 
through its brightness and through its gloom, is. 
The commonest events of the day | 

strongly marked humanitarian sto 


repetitions of the same trifling events. But they are 


neither lifeless, nor old, nor trifling. The passions and 


affections make them ever new and original, and the 
most unimportant acts of the day reach forward in their 
results into the shadows of eternity.— Boston Book. 


MODERN CHURCH MUSIC. 


Doesticks communicates to the Detroit Advertiser 
some of his experience in New York. Having ex- 
hausted the amusements of the theatre, the opera, the 
museum, and the concerts, he tried the church. The 
following is his account of the music: 

Pretty soon music —organ —Sometimes grand and 
solemn, but generally fast and lively enough for a 
country dance. B. D. said the player got « big salary 
to show off the organ and draw a big house. He com- 
menced to play the Old Hundred. At first, majestic a 
it should be, but soon his left hand began to get unruly 
among the bass notes, then the right cut up a few 
monkey shines in the treble; left threw in a large 
assortment of quavers; right led off with a grand 
flourish and a few dozen variations; left struggled 
mournfully to keep up, but soon gave out dead beat, 
and after that went back to first principles, and ham- 
mered away religiously at Old Hundred in spite of the 
anties of its fellow; right struck up a march—marched 
into a quick-step — quick-step into a gallop ; left still 
kept at Old Hundred; right put in all sorts’of fantastic 
extras, to entice the left-from its sense of propriety ; 
left still unmoved; right put in a few bars of a popular 
waltz; left wavers a little; right strikes up a favorite 
polka ; left evidently yielding ; right dashes into a jig ; 
left now fairly deserts its colors and goes over to the 
enemy, and both commence an animated hornpipe, 
leaving poor Old Hundred to take care of itself. At 
length, with a crash, a squeak, a rush, a roar, a rumble, 
and an expiring groan, the overture concluded and 
service began. : 

At length, with another variette upon the organ, and 
all the concentrated praise and thanksgiving of the con- 
gregation, sung by four people, the service concluded. 
I thought, from the manner of the last performance, 
each member of the choir imagined the songs of praise 
would never get to heaven, if he didn’t give them a 
personal boost in the shape of an extra yell. 


Dears By LigHTNING—SiInGULAR PRESENTIMENT. 
—A married lady, Mrs. Bartlett, was instantly killed 
by lightning, in Essex, Mass. She had a presentiment 
of her own death, and felt terrified at the approach of 
every cloud that indicated a thunder shower. She re- 
marked, some weeks previous to her death, that she 
thought she would not live long, for she felt in a hurry to 
finish her work for her husband and children, which 
she was preparing for them as though she was to leave. 

On the day when the sad catastrophe happened, she 
sent for her husband to come and be present, for she was 
very much depressed, in view of the clouds which were 
approaching. While the storm was raging, herself and 
husband occupied the front room, and her children an 
adjoining bed-room, in which a window was open. Her 
husband sat at the window, watching the clouds and the 
lightning. She, like many others, supposing that there 
is more danger of being struck by lightning near a win- 
for her children in the bed-room, she reached the place 
at the instant of time , 
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nam’s Monthly ” for January, e 
They are eloquent and beautiful, st 

ous impulses of the soul to renewed devotion to Truth 
and Duty. : 

“ Once again the ancient prophecy of peace and good 
will shines upon a world of wars and wrongs and woes. 
Its soft ray shines into the dar of a land wherein 
swarm slaves, poor laborers, pariahs, weeping 
women, homeless exiles, hun fugitives, despised 
aliens, drunkards, convicts, wicked children, and Mag- 
dalens unredeemed. These are but the ghastliest figures 
in that army of humanity which advances by a dreadful 
road, to the Golden Age of the ’s dream. These 
are your sisters and your brothers. Love them all. 
Beware of wronging one of them by word or deed. O! 
friend, strong in wealth for so mich good — take my 
counsel. In the name of the Savidur I charge be true 
and tender to all men. Ona from Babylon into 
manhood, and live and labor for the fallen, the neglected, 
and the poor. Lovers of arts, customs, laws, institu- 
tions and forms of society, love those things only as 
they help mankind! With ster love, overturn them, 
or help to overturn them, when they become cruel to a 
single — the humblest — human being. In the world’s 
scale, social position, influence “public power, the ap- 
plause of majorities, heaps. of funded gold, services 
rendered to creeds, codes, sects, parties or federations 
— they weigh weight. But in God’s, remember! your 
least service to humanity outweighs them all!’ 


IRRELIGION OF THE OF FRANCE. 
I know not when, but certain it is that the nation has 


an immense progress to make in serious thought, if she 
wishes to remain free. If we look at the characters 
compared, as regards religious sentiment, of the great 
nations of Europe and Ameria, and even Asia, the 
advantage is not for-us. The great men of other coun- 
tries live and die on the scene of history, looking up to 
heaven ; our great men appear to live and die, forget- 
ting completely the only idea for which it is worth liv- 
ing and dying — they live and die looking at the spec- 
tator, or at most, at posterity. 

Open the history of Ameriga, the history of Eng- 
land, and the history of France, read the great lives, 
the great deaths, the great martyrdoms, the great words 
at the hour when the ruling thought of life reveals it- 
self in the last words of the dyipg. But cross the At- 
lantic, traverse the channel, come to our times, open 
our annals and listen to the last words of the great poli- 
tical actors of the drama of our liberty. 

One would think God was cere’ from the south, 
that his name was unknown in the language. History 
will have the air of an atheist, when it recounts to 
posterity these annihilations, rather than deaths, of 
celebrated men in the greatest year of France. 

Look at Mirabeau on the bed of death. ‘ Crown 
me with flowers,” said he; “intoxicate me with per- 
fumes. Let me die to the sound of delicious music.” 

Not a word of God or of his soul. Sensual philoso- 
pher! he desired only supreme sensualism, a last volup- 
tuousness in his agony. . Contemplate Madame Roland, 
the strong-hearted woman of the Revolution, on the car 
that conveyed her to death. Shelooked contemptuously 
on the besotted people who killed their prophets and 
sibyls. Not a glance toward heaven. Only one word 
for the earth she was quitting—“ Oh, liberty !” 
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{Miss C. M. Bmns, of South Boston, reads lectures written by 


| Miss A. W. Sprague, of Piymouth, Vt., Trance-Spea 


Mrs, M. 8. Towxszxp (formerly Mrs. Newton), of Bridge: 


water, Vt., Trance Speaker. ‘ 


"Mrs. H. F. Hustuzy, of Paper Mill Village, N. H., 


Speak: CE Fie : 


Mrs. R. M. Hanseasow’ Trance Speaker, fhemona, Conn. 


Mrs. Joun Purrer, Trance Speaker, No. Hanson, Mass. (Mrs. 
Puffer also examines and prescribes for disease.) 


Avstix E. Sruaons, of Woodstock, Vt.,. Trance Speaker. 
Auten Putnam, Esq., of Roxbury, Mass., will receive appli- 


cations to repeat his lectures on Mesmerism, Spiritualism and 
Witcheraft. 


N.S. Greener, Hayerhill, Mass., Trance Speaker. 


Grbson Surru, South Shaftsbury, Vt. 


S. C. Hewitt, formerly editor of the New Era, lectures on 
Spiritualism as a Science, as clearly proved as chemistrysor any 
of the natural sciences Also on its Phélosophy and its Uses, em- 
bracing as may be demanded in any locality, much or little of the 
wide range of earnest thought’and'vital truth which this vast and 
important subject affords. He may be addressed at 15 Franklin 
st., Boston, Mass. 7 

Let it be understood that in announcing these names, we make 
no endorsement of the teachings of these several speakers. 
Those who speak in the normal state are expected to present 
their individual views of truth, each in hisor her own way; 
while those who are used as instruments for disembodied intelli- 
gences do not themselves undertake to be responsible for what is 
spoken. Truth must bear her own credentials. 


ES 


MEETINGS IN BOSTON AND VICINITY. 

Mererries In CHAPMAN HAtt,—New ARRANGEMENT. Meet- 
ings will be heldin this Hall, Chapman place, leading from 
School street, on Sundays, at 3 and 74 P. M., for the investiga- 
tion and discussion of Spiritualism, and all the great questions 
which pertain to the happiness of man, present and future.— 
The meeting will be conducted by the subscriber, who will invite 
speakers to take part in the discussions. Persons from abroad, 
and friends knowing of suitable persons who will speak, will 
please give their address to the Chairman. Admission fee, 5 
cents. Circles for Development, &c. in the morning at 10 o’clock. 
Admission to the circles, 5 cents, as usual. 

The subject for consideration next Sunday afternoon will be 
the question, 

The Question,—Is the doctrine of Philosophical Necessity a 
fundamental law of Nature ? 


P. 1, BLACKER. 


Meerincs rn Brarree Street, No. 15, at the Hall of the 
“Spiritual Association,” on Sundays, morning and afternoon. 
Speaking usually by entranced mediums—exercises expected to 
be of areligious character, Admission free. Rooms open at all 
times during the week for information respecting Spiritualism, 
interviews with mediums, sale of books and papers, etc. 

Meerines at CamBRipcerort—There will be a Spiritual 
meeting at Washington Hall, opposite the Irving House, Main 
street, Cambridgeport, on Sundays, afternoon and evening, and 
on Wednesday evenings, until further notice. A small fee will 
be charged for admission, to defray expenses. Miss S. A. Ma- 
coun, of East Cambridge, will speak in the trance state. Ser- 
vices to commence at 34 P. M., 8 o'clock, evening. 

Meerines IN CHELSEA, on Sundays, morning and evening, 
at Guild’s Hall, corner of Hawthorn and Bellingham streets. 
D. F. Gopparp, regular speaker. Seats free. 

—— one, 6 
SPECIAL NOTICES. 

Das. A. G, Fettows anp U. Crarx. ‘Test examinations and 
Spiritual treatment of Disease, Character, Development, and al 
that pertains to human need. Office 195 Bowery, New York. 
Residence, 6 Lewis Place, Williamsburg, L. I. Persons writing 
will remit, according to their means, from $1 to $10. Address 
in care of Partridge & Brittan, 342 Broadway, New*York. 


Pic-nic AT MaRsH¥FreLD.—The Spiritualists of Marshfield 
and the adjoining towns, will join ina pic-nic, ina beautiful 
grove near the town house, on Tuesday, the 12th inst., at 9 
o’clock, A. M. Should the weather not be very favorable, a 
house is provided for the purpose. ‘The friends of Spiritualism 
are invited to join inthe pleasures of the day. Speakers are 
requested to be present. N. B.— The friends will provide their 
own refreshments. : 

By order of the committee of arrangements. 
. Gro. Barney. 
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General Adbertisements. 
ALING INFIRMARY. Deeeds Banal cone Can- 


cancers, causing a 
sues, and an opening of the integuments over it, s@ that'In a few days the 
branch. The opening in thevflesh thus made 


tumor will escape, root and 5 
heals up in a short time, soundly, leas no traces of the Cancer behind. 
Ps The Doctor continues to 


Over 200 cases have been cured 
Scrofu! . and all cases, in which he has had great suc- 
cess for the Iast twelve years. Clairvoyant examinations attended to as 
formerly. Call and satisfy yourselves of the unremitting effort and deter- 
- REUBEN BARRO er Botanie and Set reyent eee — 
9 and t Physician. 
18—3m F Fabsen; Mass: 


=. - 
ENNIKER SPRING WATER. Persons wishing to 
obtain Water from the celebrated Spring at West Henniker, N. I. 
are informea ah they canbe = by enclosing $2.00 to S. M. Curairr, 
West Henniker, )°-—w"so for this sum will forward 1 Bbl. of Water ac- 
cording to direction, o 18—3w 
[Batt ti le. N. H. SWAIN, Dentist, Columbus, 
Ohio. Satisfaction teed in all cases, and prices reasonable. 


ee S— 
BSCIAN PATATING. This beautiful and useful art 
may acquired ifrom six to eight lessons, by any person of 

ordinary artistic ability. Those desirous of entering yore gm t kg 

, are invited to call at No. 15 Brattle Street, (the Spirit: Rooma), Gin? 
po bse — terms, and make the ree arran; nts for 

jearni e art. MRS. 8. ©. WI . 

Boston, June 28, 1856. rae ¥i 


TEPHEN CUTTER, HEALING MEDIUM, (formerly 
of Woburn), may be found at No. 48 Central Street, Lowell. 10—9t 


yoo A & COMPANY, dealers in Carpetings, of eyery 
variety of Fabric and Quality, Hall over Maine Railroad Depot, 
Haymarket Square, Boston. . 


EW MEDICINE STORE. The subscriber has located 
at Store No. 456 Washington street, for the sale of ECLECTIC and 


BOTANIC Medicines, Roots, Herbs, Barks, Toilet Articles, &c. Also, PUT-~ 


NAM’S ERADICATIVE, for Scrofula and all impurities of the blood. Pre- 
scriptions carefully preparedand put up. Examinations by one of the best 


healing mediums. 
FRANKLIN PUTNAM, 
9-40—i No. 365 Washington street. 


ILINERY AND DRESS-MAKING,—Mnuz. A. J. Ken- 
180N, No. 252 Washington Street, Boston. Tt 


D*. ABBOTT’S MEDICINES. Many of our Medicines 

. have been favorably known to the public for more than a quarter ofa 
century. i: 

Our Panacea will cure Coughs, Colds, and Asthma. The’ CHoneRa 
CorpiAL can be depended on to cure Bowel Complaints. Canker ConpiaL 
will cure the Canker in the Mouth and Stomach and Purify the Blood — 
The VeceTagie Jaunvice Birrers is an invaluable remedy for Jaundice, 
Liver Complaint, Sick Head-ache.—The Peach Cordial is a pleasant Tonic 
voastiels Some of the above Medicines are highly recommended by Dr 

er. 

N. B. Our store is the oldest of the kind in the country. We havea 
great variety of Botanic Medicines which we will sell on favorable terms, 

(G>Spiritual and Mesmeric Prescriptions put up with care. 

J, & BENJ. F. ABBOTT, 214 Hanover st., Boston. 


N ASYLUM FOR THE AFFLICTED. Healing by 
laying 6nof hands. CHARLES MAIN, Healing Medium, has opened 
an Asylum for the Afflicted, at No. 98 PreasanT SrRert, corner of Marion 
street, Boston, where heis prepared to accommodate patients desiring treat- 
ment by the above process, on moderate terms. 
(G> Patients desiring board should give notice in advance, that suitable 
arrangements may be made before their arrival. 
Those sending locks of hair to indicate their diseases, should inclose $1.00 
for the examination, with a letter stamp to prepay their postage. 
Water from tl.4 Henniker Spring will be supplied by Dr. M. He has been 
assured by intelligences from the higher lite that it possesses strong mag 
netic properties, and is useful in negative conditions of the system. 
ffice hours from 9 to 12 4. m., and from 2 to 5 Pp. m. 


Te REM£DIES OF NATURE. Wn. E. Rice, Clair- 

voyant Medium for Medical Examinations. Careful and thorough 
examinations will be made in all cases, and prescriptions given with full 
directions relative to diet, habits, &c. Hours for ms from 9 to 
12 a. m., and from 2 to 6, P.M. Terms $2.00. Office, No. 98 Hudson 
street, Boston. 

In cases where sickness or distance prevents personal attendance, exami- 
nation will be made from a lock of , accompanied by the name, age, and 
residence of the patient, In these cases, for examinations, written out in 
full, with prescriptions, the charge will be $3. 


A HOME FOR THE AFFLICTED. George Atkins 

Clairvoyant and Healing Medium, is prepared to receive patients de- 
siring treatment, on moderate at No, 38 Hudson street, Boston. 

Electro Chemical Baths are applied by him at two dollars each, or six 
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NATURE. 
To study God, God’s student, man was made, 
To read him as in uature’s text conveyed; 
Not as in heaven, but &s he did desegnd 
To earth his, easier book, where to suspend 
And save his miracles, each little flower, 
And lesser fly, showshis familiar power. 

Sir W. DavENANT. 


A CHINESE FUNERAL. | 
At every grave incense sticks were smoj@hg and red 
candles burning, while the friends of the departed came 
one by one to the foot of the grave, and placing their 
hands together, bowed their bodies forw ral times. 
In a central place among the graYes#adarge quantity 
of edibles were laid out and arrangedfin order—a whole 
roast hog, piles of cakes, and a large “platter of cooked 
rice, sweetmeats, pickles and wines. {n front of these 
viands stood a Chinese, attired in the habiliments of a 
native priest, beating time with two steel plates, and 
in measured tones chanting prayers for the repose of 
the dead. Just opposite the person thus officiating could 
be observed a small, short stake, to the end of which 
was 4 paper streamer, on which was written in hiero- 
glyphics a charm, as it is their custom on funeral occa- 
sions. With prayers for the dead, the officiating indi- 
vidual mingled simple quotations from the Chinese 
religious books. Many came to the graves and threw 
into them gilt papers and cords. At several places 
could be observed piles of paper cut into small squares, 
with a square gilt spot in the centre of each sheet. All 
these were set on fire, the survivors supposing that the 
smoke transmits them into hades, that they there turn 
into celestial money, and go into the hands of the de- 
parted, and by them are used to bear their expenses in 
the other world. During all these funeral services, 
there was a band of Chinese music, which played their 
national airs according to their home usage. 


THE BEARD AND MUSTACHE. 

They protect the opening of the mouth, and filter the 
air; they also actas a respirator, and prevent the inhala- 
tion into the lungs of air that is too frosty. In the case 
of blacksmiths who wear beards and mustaches, the 
hair about the mouth is discolored by the iron-dust 
caught on its way into the mouth and lungs. 

Travellers often wait until their mustaches have 
grown before they brave the sandy air of the deserts. 
Men who retain the hair about the mouth are less liable 
to the decay or achings of the teeth. Both dust and 
smoke get into the lungs, and only in a small degree is 
it possible for them to be decomposed and removed by 
a process of life. 

The man who at the end of his days, bas spent about 
an entire year of his life in scraping off his beard, has 
worried himself too purpose. He has disfigured him- 
self systematically throughout life, accepted his share of 

tiedoloreux and toothache, coughs and 
colds; has swallowed dust and inhaled smoke and fog 
out of complaisance to the social prejudice which hap- 
pens to prevail. = pls 


nearest approach to mirth was a grim smile, while 
Choate was the soul of hilarity. We have seen a 
solemn pharisee who was constantly surrounded by a 
frigid atmosphere, and whose most cheerful conversa- 
y  bayeont like a voice from. the tombs, while some 

t divines carry with them an atmosphere like 
spring, and their conversation is simple, unrestrained 


and joyous.——Boston Herald. 


The manner in which some religious sects estimate 
their strength is worthy of particular observation. They 
make up and publish an annual Register in which the 
names of the theological combatants are conspicuously 
recorded—all those who are fairly enlisted and have 
been faithful in the observance of general orders. 
Whether the church be strong or weak, depends not on 
its spiritual powers and graces—not in the trial of soul 
over sense, and the preéminence of great thoughts and 
God-like deeds— but on the number of members, the 
size of the meeting-house, the dollars and cents in the 
treasury, and the popularity of the pteacher. 


If the human mind were constituted so as to admit 
nothing which it did not see, or else fully comprehend 
and understand, its progress in knowledge would be 
exceedingly slow, and its attainments very limited. 
Children could know little or nothing, for they are in- 
capable of profound reasoning or-extensive observation. 
Indeed, we are obliged to receive much of our knowl- 
edge on testimony. The importance of the function of 
this faculty, and of duly exercising it, and the utter 
folly of those who refuse to believe till they can see, 
know, and understand, is thus too apparent to require 
comment. 


Rep Jacket.—As a specimen of the Indian mode 
of thinking on the subject of religion, we give a para- 
graph from the speech of Red Jacket, which is omitted 
in the common version. When the missionary men- 
tioned thé Crucifixion, Red,Jacket replied— 

‘* Brother, if you white men murdered the Son of 
the Great Spirit, we Indians had nothing to do with it, 
and it is none of our affair. If he had come among us 
we would not have killed him—we would have treated 
him better. You must make amends for that crime 
yourselves!” 


Steer.—There is no better description given of the 
approach of sleep than that which we find in one of 
Leigh Hunt’s papers in the Indicator : 

“Tt is a delicious moment, certainly, that of being 
well nestled in bed, and feeling that you shall drop 
gently to sleep. The good is to come — not past ; the 
limbs have been just tired enough to render the remain- 
ing in one posture delightful ; the labor of the day is 
done. A gentle failure of the perceptions comes creep- 
ing over one ; the spirit of consciousness disengages it- 
self more and more with slow and hushing degrees, like 
a mother detaching her hand from that of her sleeping 
child ; the mind seems to have a balmy lid closing over 
it, like the eye —’tis closing —’tis more closing — 'tis 
closed. The mysterious spirit has gone to take its airy 
rounds,” 


Centrat Sux.—Mr. Maedler, the auther of the 
recent investigation with reference to the central sun, | 
reaches the conclusion that Aleyone, the principal star 
in the group Pleiades, now occupies the centre of 
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“T accepted the offer, and next day, while we were 
sitting, talking near the fire, he turned his eyes toward 
the window; and g fixedly, appeared so much 
absorbed, that, when I called him, he did not answer. 

‘¢¢ here it is,’ said he, at length, that ‘ familiar spirit 
which does me the favor to come and*talk with me.’ 

“T looked with all attention, and saw nothing pass 
into the room. During this time, Tasso entered into 
conversation with this mysterious being. I saw and 
heard Tasso only. Sometimes he questioned ; some- 


times he answered; and by.the sense of his answer, I 


comprehended what he had heard. His discourse was 
so sublime in its subject, so lofty in its expressions, that 
T felt a sort of eestasy. «I dared not interrupt Tasso, 
or address him any can on what I did not see, and 
it was a long time before the spirit disappeared. 

‘“*T was informed of this event by Tasso, who, turn- 
ing towards me, said: ‘In future you will have no 
doubt.’ 

“«* That is,’ said I, ‘I shall have more than ever; 
for though I heard many marvellous things, I saw no- 
thing whatever.’ ; 

‘ He replied, smiling: ‘ You have perhaps heard and 
seen more than rat & 

“‘ He stopped there, and fearing to importune him by 
questions, I let the conversation drop.”’ 


The New Church wants men of strong internals—not 
men who are mere hangers-on to outward props and cir- 
cumstances,—and such, men it will have; and when 
these come upon the stage the present race of leaders 
will pass away. The true inner life is that which has 
its root in the supreme love of the Lord, and which has 
its form in the love of the neighbor. ‘This root and this 
form of affection in the wili are attended by wisdom and 
intelligence in the understanding, which are employed 
in the exploration of causes, and the removal of all such 
as hinder the Divine Operations on the human spirit.— 
The true law of life is so simple that none can err there- 
in. A healthy, robust spirit is to be gained as a healthy, 
robust body—by going out of ourselyes—out of our 
houses and inhaling the breath of heaven which floats 
over deeds of mercy and uses of charity, as the pure air 
of our atmospheres flows over the waving fields of grass 
and grain—yet there are constantly recurring seasons af 
retiring within ourselves,.and seeking the true inner life 
—a habitual dependence upon the Lord—which is the 
abiding stamina of a justand consistent outer walk and 
conversation.— The Crisis. 


Brter.—To believe, seems to be an entirely inyol- 
untary act of the mind or a state or condition of mind, 
produced by some sufficient cause. Persons of large or 
active credenciveness believe easily, and upon slight 
grounds. Others are constitutionally skeptical of all 
unusual phenomena. In well-balanced minds, belief 
comes as the natural of a certain amount or kind 
of evidence ; either ‘of 
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IV. That inealeulatle good may be derived from such com- 
munion, wisely used. 

These propositions embrace what is popularly denominated 
Modern Spiritualism, and the questions involved in, and growing 
out of them, are becoming THE QUESTIONS Or THE AGE—than 
which none more interesting or important were ever raised among 
men. : 

Correspondents are cordially invited to contribute facts bearing 
on the question of spirit-existence and agency, and thoughts or 
suggestions, whether their own or from the Higher Life, calcu- 
lated to throw “more light” on the great problems of Human 
Life, Duty, and Destiny. Those who write ina kindly, truth- 
seeking, rather than dogmatic spirit, free from cetsoriousness 
and needless harshness, with a due appreciation of the value of 
the Past, notwithstanding its errors, will} be most welcome to a 
place in our columns. 7: Bs 

Terms, as heretofore — $2.00 a year, or $1 for six months, 
always in advance. To clubs, five copies for $8.00; ten copies 
$15.00. To city subscribers, when served by carrier, $2.25. 

A. E. NEWTON, Eprror anp PustLisHER, 
15 Franklin Street, Boston. 


Single copies of the SprarrvaList may be procured of 
Brta MaAnrsu, 15 Franklin street, Boston. 
Burneam, Fepenuzn & Co.,9 Court street, Boston, 
Ferrier & Co., 100 Washington street, Boston. 
Mr. ——, Spiritual Association Rooms, 15 Brattle St., Boston. 
Dexter DANA, 72 Washington street, Roxbury, Mass, 
Pauw Tare, Woburn, Mass. 
E. §. Aynes, Portland, Me. 
A. Rose, Hartford, Conn. 
8. W. Saaw, and 0. Witmarta, Providence, R. I, 
SamuEL Barry, 221 Arch street, Philadelphia. 
8. F. Hoyr, 8 First street, and Union Depot, Troy, N. ¥. 
A. Bantierr, Bangor, Me. 
Freperick Bry, 160 Vine street, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Vauentine & Co., San , Cal., Sole Agents for the Pacific Coast. 
Miss Saran J. Intsa, 45 North 5th St., St, Louis, Mo. 
Joun Scorr, St. Louis, Mo. 
8. W. Peasz & Co., Cincinnati, Ohio, 
H. Taytor, Sun Building, Baltimore. 
F. McBripg, Post Office, Charlestown, Mass. 
A. 8. Tartor, 289 Third Avenue, New York. 


P; 
mouth, Ira Willey anaw, . 
ter, 8, T. Saben. 

Massacuuserts. — Abington, Wm. R. Washburne; A! 8. F. Cheney ; 
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Collins ; Concord, James Giles ; Groton Centre, I. L. Cragin ; Hanson, Mar- 
cus Ames ; Haverhill, Jonathan Stevens; Lawrence, J. ¥. Merriam ; Lynn, 
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